
 

Mrs. Sammarco’s Weekly Newsletter 
April 5, 2019 

Shout out from Mrs. Sammarco 

Welcome back! I hope you all had a wonderful and relaxing Spring Break. The students were ready to learn when they came back on Monday. I thoroughly enjoyed hearing all about all of 
the fun activities that the students experienced during their week off.  

This week was our first week with the “adapted” spelling approach. I could see many of the students spelling the five fundamental writing words confidently throughout the week. 
Next week’s words and phonics focus can be found in the new homework packet.  

Warmer weather is upon us, however, since this is Chicago it does change daily. Please make sure your student has on appropriate clothing for the temperature of the day.  

Have a great weekend! 

Mrs. Sammarco  

What we did in 1214 with week: 

Language Arts:  

Cause and Effect along with Sequencing were the two reading strategies that the students focused on this week. After reading 
different stories and watching a few short films the students had to identify different situations in the story and come up with 
the effect of it. This also helped the students sequence the order of events in the story.  

The students were jumped right back into working on their opinion papers. They worked on enhancing their word choice, adding 
transition words as well as developing strong concluding sentences to paragraphs they had already written. The essential questions 
were:  

- How do writers organize their thoughts into paragraphs? 
- How can authors use topic and concluding sentences to organize their information?  
- How can writers make their words more interesting? 
- How can authors use transitions to make their writing clearer? 
- What makes a conclusion strong and memorable? 

Read Aloud- Obi-Gerbil on the Loose 

Phonics- Contractions- a shorter way to make a word by replacing one or more letters with an apostrophe.    

Math:  

This week’s learning target was:  

- I can compare addition and subtraction equations  
- I can solve word problems using the adding up method or subtraction strategies.   

Please continue to work on subtraction fact fluency with your student. It is imperative for them to know how to solve simple 
subtraction equations quickly, this will help when they have to solve larger, more complex problems.  

Science:  

This week in science the students were presented with a challenge. The task was for the students to become engineers and build a 
bridge sturdy enough to hold at least 6 wood blocks and with stand a “storm.” The engineers were given a set of materials and 
certain amount of time to build their bridge in their assigned team. They all did a wonderful job working together and problem solving 
throughout this challenge.   

 

Looking Ahead: 

April 19- Good Friday, No 
School 

April 29- Screen Free 
Week 

March Madness- 
Tournament of 

Books: 

The Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid Series 
was the 2018-2019 
book of the year 
in room 1214.  


